THE  FUTURE  IN  EDUCATION

takes a more lasting hold. It is like a Summer School
which lasts for months instead of weeks, and where the
teacher, in continuous touch with his students, comes to
know their needs and capacities, can adjust himself to
them, and becomes less of a voice lecturing and more of
a personality and an influence. Because it is residential,
and because the schools are mostly outside the towns, the
P.H.S. has another advantage. Contrast the dreary sur-
roundings in which so many W.E.A. classes meet, the bare
room taken for an evening in a school or institute or co-
operative hall in the crowded streets of a big city, with the
pleasant buildings of a Danish High School, its gardens,
pictures, music, and corporate life. The one has every
external attraction, the other has none. The more honour
to the successes of the W.E.A.! Yet these are not the
surroundings in which to pursue knowledge and deepen
imagination and see visions and dream dreams of life.

Let our youth live in a healthful land, among beautiful
sights and sounds, and absorb good from every side; and
beauty streaming from the fair works of art, shall flow into
eye and ear, like an air bringing health from a world of
health, and insensibly draw the soul into likeness and
sympathy with the beauty of Reason.1

Education is atmosphere as well as instruction; it is not an
assemblage of piecemeal acquisitions and accomplishments,
but the formation, largely unconscious, of an outlook and
an attitude. This truth adult education in Britain has yet
to grasp.

Another contrast. Danish adult education is essentially
social That is the meaning of the music. 'Stress is not laid
upon the method of the singing, the real value of which
lies in its power to awaken a feeling of comradeship.'2'
'Every High School is, in a sense, a home.'2 Such is the

1 Plato, Republic, 401.                      2 Begtrup, op. tit. p. 138.
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